cannot interpret the results of treatment. The various ocular syndromes that occur with open-angle glaucoma have been noted by Capitenski, Manis and Lewis in excellent chapters providing a very useful review ofthe associations of other diseases with glaucoma. It would perhaps have been useful to have a similar chapter on inflammation within the anterior segment associated with open-angle glaucoma, for there are similar syndromes to be found here too. The most open-angle glaucoma of all, cyclodialysis clefts, is discussed by Ormorod and Green, who provide a much-needed series of insights into the identification and management of these difficult problems. The chapters on cataract and glaucoma are useful but make little mention of the currently accepted ideas on combined cataract and glaucoma surgery with intraocular lens insertion. The effect of the intraocular lens in producing glaucoma is admirably summarized by Van Buskirk and provides a much-needed introduction into this increasingly important subject.
The chapters in this book are, generally, well written, up-to-date and welcome, although this reviewer would have preferred a slightly different bias in the selection of the articles so that they matched the title better. However, in its present form this book would make a welcome addition to any ophthalmologist's bookshelf. This book is superbly produced, written and researched. There are dramatic descriptions of Rontgen's great discovery and of the early efforts to develop what we now know as diagnostic radiology and radiotherapy. Military history is also included. It is at once a coffee-table book, a reference library source book and a book to dip into, to browse through or to read from cover to cover. It is eminently readable; I took it on holiday.
History should teach us by example and there is much to learn here. Three aspects impressed me: the problems surrounding the evolution of the appropriate professional associations to propagate and control the speciality; the slow development of awareness of the hazards; and the difficulties of establishing diagnostic radiology in its own right, as it is still not accepted, by some clinicians even today. Those involved insomeofthecurrentcontroversiesin medicine might well look at the experiences related here and gain therefrom.
All radiologists will learn something and any whose family are wondering what present to choose for Christmas or birthday should leave this review lying around, whether or not the hospital library can be persuaded to buy the book. A review of 17 topics, by 19 contributors is inevitably, in places, difficult to read and to criticize. With a few exceptions, multiple-author texts suffer from the different styles and emphases of the different contributors. The different chapters, all concise, vary considerably in scope. Some take a narrow view, summarizing recent advances only and assuming a considerable basic knowledge, while others aim to provide an overview of a whole subject with opinions on the recent literature. No doubt constraints on space, or breadth of subject, provided major limitations for some authors.
If a classification is needed, perhaps the chapters form 3 groups: those with clinically useful advice for every day, which, depending on the reader's field might include the chapters on cardiac risks, anaesthetic problems and the liver, new muscle relaxants, an appraisal of inhalational agents, and those on burns, obstetrics and neurosurgery. A second group might be regarded as valuable updates -including those on blood products (but why 2 chapters by the same 2 authors, rather than one large one?), medicine for anaesthetists, the myopathies and recent theories on myasthenia gravis; while a third group of chapters provides information to ponder and to refer back to and possibly to consider in relation to future developments. This last group might include the reviews of opioid receptors, endorphins and the functional assessment of the brain under anaesthesia.
Overall, this book represents a condensation of more references than most anaesthetists find time to read, with critical evaluation by knowledgeable authors. It may be recommended both for anaesthetists in training and for those 'trained' but recognizing the need to update their knowledge. The pioneering efforts in England by Dr Hugh L'Etang to present the influence of illness on the leadership of modern world leaders are known to the author of this book and acknowledged. However, Dr Park is more restricted in his selection of modern leaders. He has studied and presents their illnesses in depth. It would be interesting to know how many of them he has seen in the flesh and heard speak in person. Of the dictators, his main subject of study is Hitler. But in order to understand Hitler suffering from Parkinson's disease and polypharmacy, one must appreciate the nature of his personality before his illnesses. Even when in his decline, he was still capable of decisions like the Ardennes offensive in December 1944, and of rages of vindictiveness, like the execution in the bunker of Eva Braun's brotherin-law during his last days.
I have always been impressed by leaders who sueceeded in their endeavours despite age and major illness, one of whom was Winston Churchill during the War years. Both Dr L'Etang and Dr Park rightly stress that physicians who look after the health of world leaders must be accountable to their own nation and that keeping secret the disabling illnesses of such patients is not acceptable. Dr Park's book can be added to the library of fascinating medico-historical studies.
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